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Following on the principle of human dignity, the principle of respect for human life states that it 
is always wrong to attack innocent human life. Human life is precious and worthy of profound 
respect and protection at every stage of development from conception to natural death. The 
seamless garment of pro-life issues include our Catholic stance against abortion, euthanasia, the 
death penalty, war, racism, anti-semitism, sexism, poverty, protection of our environment, and 
much more. The fact that our nation, with the Roe-Wade Supreme Court decision of 1973, 
permits abortion - is a tragic blight on our history. In more than 42 years more than  44 million 
abortions have stolen lives in the USA - with the most liberal abortion law in the world.  
 
     When he addressed the U.N. General Assembly in 1979, Pope John Paul II listed some of the 
essential human rights that the church proclaims. This roll call includes moral rights that we as a 
church hope to have turned into legal rights in all parts of the world: life, liberty, security, food, 
clothing, shelter, healthcare, rest, and leisure. The Pope went on to include freedoms of 
expression, education, and culture, thought, conscience, and religion. Every human being has the 
right to a state of life, to found a family, and enjoy all the conditions needed for family life. 
Everyone has the right to work, and proper working conditions, and a just wage. People around 
the world have the right to participate in the political process, and to vote for a candidate of their 
choosing in a representative government.  
     We believe that these are God-given rights. 
 
     “For God so loved the world (and the human beings who populate it) that He gave His only 
Son, that everyone who believes in Him, may not perish, but may have eternal life.” (John 
3.16) 
     The foundation of ‘rights talk’ is the dignity of the human person made in the image and 
likeness of God. Since God has become one of us, fully human as well as fully divine, all human 
beings have been made sacred, sharers in God’s divine life through Jesus Christ. 
 
       Peace, Father Bruce 
 


